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Map 1: Future Land Use and Character
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Modern Residential Character
These neighborhoods are located away from 
the downtown core and generally developed 
during the 1950s to 1970s. Homes are located 
on larger lots and accommodate larger 
building footprints and deeper setbacks. These 
neighborhoods are generally stable, largely 
because the housing stock is newer than 
their core counterparts. While the homes are 
generally well maintained, sidewalks, street 
trees and targeted traffic calming measures will 
contribute to make them more walkable.

Strategies

•	 Sustain the character of existing homes.
•	 Maintain housing quality.
•	 Maintain/enhance appropriate community 

infrastructure – sidewalks, street trees, 
lighting and utilities.

•	 Enhance connectivity to nearby amenities 
(schools, retail, workplaces).

Future Modern Residential Character

Modern Residential 3
•	 Medium lots
•	 Curvilinear streets
•	 Sidewalks Inconsistent
•	 Ranch, Split-level, Contemporary 
•	 1– and 2-story

Approximate Neighborhoods:
Oakland/Winchell (parts), Knollwood, 
Arcadia, Westwood, Parkview Hills, Hill N’ 
Brook, Westnedge Hill (parts)

Modern Residential 4
•	 Large Lots
•	 Curvilinear streets
•	 Sidewalks Inconsistent
•	 Rich architectural design details
•	 Generally 2-story

Approximate Neighborhoods: 
Westnedge Hill (parts), Oakland/Winchell 
(parts)

Modern Residential 3

Modern Residential 3

Modern Residential 4

Modern Residential 4



34	 Kalamazoo Master Plan

Neighborhood Commercial Character
These are existing commercial centers that 
were developed to serve the immediate 
surrounding neighborhood.  Generally, they 
predate World War II and follow traditional 
development patterns with limited off street 
parking, traditional small scale buildings that 
are built to the sidewalk, and contain a mix of 
land uses.  Some of these commercial areas are 
thriving while others require enhancements 
to the public realm and need to be prepped to 
make them ready for regeneration. To provide 
more urban neighborhoods with a “heart”, they 
should be strategically located on streets with 
higher traffic volumes, within close proximity 
to residential neighborhoods, contain a mix of 
residential, commercial, and employment land 
uses, and should support pedestrian-friendly 
development with traditional storefronts and 
buildings that orient to the street.

Strategies

•	 Accommodate a mix of different land uses – 
residential, office, retail, entertainment and 
public.

•	 Enhance the public realm – streets and 
public spaces.

•	 Control building heights with minimums 
and maximums. 

•	 Establish build-to-lines: locate buildings 
near the sidewalk and place parking to the 
side or in the rear of a lot.

•	 Accommodate a broad range of housing — 
above stores, flats, and attached homes, and 
single family homes on smaller urban-scale 
lots.

•	 Create an environment that promotes 
walking.

Future Neighborhood Commercial Character

The Vine Neighborhood’s center 
is a good example of a walkable, 
traditional center
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Community Commercial Character

These examples of suburban 
commercial development along 
Drake Road and Stadium Drive  
have a wide landscaped greenway 
that screens the parking from the 
arterial road.

It is unreasonable to expect that all 
commercial areas in Kalamazoo will 
be transformed to fit a more urban 
development pattern.  For one, these areas 
represent almost sixty years of suburban 
development and given the continued 
slowdown in new development and 
expansion, change will be incremental 
in these corridors.  Therefore, the focus 
should be on building the best suburban 
development possible.  This means 
improving public streetscapes, providing 
sidewalks, street trees, managing traffic 
flow and site access, and focusing on quality 
private reinvestment.

Strategies
•	 Improve building material quality.
•	 Focus on landscaping.
•	 Reduce the scale of signs.

•	 Minimize the amount and scale of 
parking in front of a building.

•	 Provide and interconnect sidewalks.
•	 Provide a parkway and street trees 

along streets.
•	 Place buildings so their front doors face 

the street.
•	 Enhance access management, space 

driveways appropriately and share 
between uses, and require properties to 
inter-connect.

•	 Employ medians where appropriate to 
green streets.

•	 Provide appropriate lighting and light 
levels in both the public and private 
realms.

•	 Preserve or provide a landscaped 
buffer area when adjacent to residential 
neighborhood.

Future Community Commercial Character




